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MINUTES.
OF THE TWELFTH AN NT'AL SESSION OF THE

MUD CREEK BAPTIST ASSOCIATION.

FIRST DAY—OPENING SP^SSION.

Oak Gkovj-:, Ala., October IS, 1883.

The delegates to the Twelfth Annual Session of the Mud
Creek Baptist Association from the various churches com-

posing the association convened with Oak Grove Baptist

Church on this day (Thnrsday) at 12 o'clock m.

The introductory sermon was preached by the Rev. J. I.

Gilbert, from the 8th chapter and 3()th verse of Paul's

Epistle to the Romans, after which the assembly adjourned

one honr for dinner.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

The delegates reassembled in the church at 3 o'clock

p.m., and were called to order by the former INIoderator, a

hymn was sung and prayer offered by the Moderator.

The roll of churches was called and the delegates brought

forward their letters from the several churches represented,

and the assembly then proceeded to ballot for a Moderator

and Clerk. Elder T. A. Noewood was elected Moderator

and T. M. Parsons Clerk, and, on motion, Brother J. M.
Hych was appointed to assist the clerk in reading the

letters.^'

A complete roll of the delegates appears in the tabula stPtement on tlie

last page of these Minutes.
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The Moderator appointed Brothers A. J. Smith, S. A.

Parsons, T. J. Bfrchfield, and the Deaeons of Oak
Grove Church a Committee on Devotion. On motion the

body tlien adjourned until 9 o'clock Friday morniuii.

SECOND DAY—MORNING SESSION.

The body was called to order at 9 o'clock a.m. by the

Moderator; a hymn was sung and prayer offered by Brother

C. F. Allmax.

On motion, all visiting ministers were invited to a seat in

the body.

CAJ.L FOR COKRESPOXDENCE.

From Canaan— R. E. Hfey, S. T. Hr ey, M. M. Wood,
R. Y. RORERTSOX.

From Harmony—M. J. Parsoxs, Thos. Wttj.ari).

RETIRNEl) ('( )RRESl»()Nr)EN('E.

To (^anaan—T. M. Parsoxs, A. J. Smith, J. A. Mark-
ham, J. M. KxKMiT, T. A. NArwood, J. N. McFale,

J. I. GiTJJERT.

North River—J. M. Hych, J. M. Kext, J. I. Gilbert,

W. P. Salter, R. F. Yixes, J. M. Kxight.

Harmony—B. S. Thompsox, J. A. Makkham, T. A.

Norwood, J. M. Gilbert, Wm. Burchfield.

Tuscaloosa—B. S. Thompsox, J. A. Markham, S. A.

Parsoxs, Wm. Burchfield.

Mulberry—J. A. Markham.

DELEGATES TO THE STATE CONVENTION.

T. A. Norwood, B. S. Thompson, T. M. Parsoxs, J. M.

Kext, M. M. Gmtxx, A. J. Smith, S. A. Parsons.

The Constitution, Abstract of Faith and the Rules of

Decorum were read, after which, the following couHiiittees

were appointed

:

I
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On Docunu'iit!^— I. M. Kknt, J. 1. Giu'.Kirr and P. A.

Wu.KEY.

On Noniinatiuna—J. M. Hych, J. M. (tilbkut, Tiios.

BURCHFIEI.I).

On Finance—T. L. BriiciiFiELJ), W . V. Salteh, T. M.

Norwood.

On. Home and Foreign Missions—B. S. Thompson, T.M.

Parsons, J. INI. Hych.

On Teniperan<'e—B. S. Thompson, J. H. Batson, C. F.

A LLMA N . Adjourned.

EVEN J iNG SESSION.

The body was called to order by the Moderator ; a hymn
was sung, and prayer was offered by J. N. McFale.

On motion, the original report on education was adopted.

The following named brethren were then appointed a

Committee on Deceased Members: C'. F. Aeemax, M. M.
GwiNN, J. A. Markham.

On motion, Bro. M. M. Gminn was appointed Treasurer

for the ensuing year.

On motion, the query sent out from Mud Creek Church

was taken up for discussion. The discussion Avas opened

Bro. J. A. Markhaaf. After the discussion was closed the

following resolution was offered by Bro. B. S. Thompson :

Resolved, Tliat any laalf member of our cliurcli wlio will ii(;t ooi)tril)iite

to the support of tlie gospel, who refuses to bear his equal part in all the

necessary expenses to promote the kingdom of Christ on earth, should be

labored with to get him to see and do his duty, and if failing, the church

sJiould deal with such case according to its merits. Adopted.

On motion, the body adjourned until 9 o'clock Saturday

morning.
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MORNlN(i SK«SJ()X,

The body was called to order by the Moderator; a hymn
was snug and prayer was ottered l»y 15i'o. (i. B. ViNKs. Tlie

roll of delegates was then called and the absentees marked,

after which the minutes of the j)revi()us meetings were read

and approved.

On motion the circolar letter written two years ago was

returned to Bro. B. 8. Thompson.

( ( ).M M ITTEE K K f'OKTS.

<hi J)orumei>t.';.— VVe, voiir ( 'ommiltet', l)e<;' lea\i' to rf(i(irl tlint we li:i\c

carefully examined the letters frdiii tlie several clnirclns Ihmv repn-seiit-

ed. We liiid tiiat yiiiitlnillc ('lim-cli rcM|iK'st.s tluir tlie next meeting of

this association be held tlure. We timl tliat Mud ( 'rreiv Ciuirch has kept

up Sabbatli sehool and prM\( r meetings tiiree Sundays in e:u'h month.

These Sal)l)ath seluxds have been supervised by Bro. S. .\. 1'aks(_).\s, and

have been attendeil by .'in average of about thirty-tive jiupils to each

school. Mud('r(ei-; Ciiiucb also re(iuests that the ne.xt meeting of this

association be held there. [The ([uery, "Have we a scriptural right to

compromise with meml^ers of the t'hnrcii wiio can contrilinte to tiie sup-

port of tlu' gospei and will not do so," liaving li^en taken up by the body

aiiead (d' our report, we admit advice in the i-ase.] We lind tiiat Oak

(irove Church has a regular Sabbath' sehool, in a prosperous condition.

We recommend that the a.ssociation hear tiie eircnlar letter written by

P>ro. ('. F. AiJ.M.vx, and (iis]iosi' of it as (lie I ody may think proper.

.1. M. KKNT, Chairman.

On iJereui^ed Menihns.—^W-, your (ommittee. lind that since the last

annual meeting of this a.ssociation its mejnlx rs have been made to feel

the loss of Eld. )V. (
". Howton, Bro. Juxa in.v.v Ilowrox, Sister Travis,

Sister Hannah, Sister Pattkrson, and Sister Law.sox. all of whom were

distinguished mend)ers of this association. We sincerely mourn their

lo.ss, though we cannot wish them back with us: but we would admonish

one another to run with p;ilience the race that is left before ns, tiiat we

may meet tlu'm in that upper and belter kingdom, where we will part no

more; and we wonhi ask (iod to help ns mourn with those that mourn

their loss. (\l'. .\LLM.\.N. ( liairmnn.

On Teinperauce. - We, your (Annmittec, beg leave to I'cport as lollow.s:

1st—that the several cliurclies of this body u.se all their iniluence against

the great evil ol' intcmiierance, and withdraw Iroui any In'other who uses

intoxicating liquors as a beverage; '2d- that we I'lirtlur reeomnuiid that



till- sfveral i-hiirclus f()iii|)()tiiiig tlii.s assoi'iation \w iii>lriicti'(l tliidiiyli

tdeir pastors t) use all tlieir intiiuMioe to secniiv lliu passage of a law pi-o-

liil)itiiig the sale nf iDtoxicatiuy li(|iinrs throughout Alabama.

B. S. THOMPSON, (hainnan.

On lloiiii and Foreign Miaxidit^. — This fciiiimirti'e asked tiie assoeiation

to adopt the report of last year's ooiumittee, ^vith the following atiicnd-

nieiit : "That we shall correspond with the State Mission Board instead

of sending out an itenerant from the hoard of this association."

i)\\ UKftiou, all of the above report and I'tcomiiieiulatioiis

were adopted.

On motion, the circuhir letter of Bro. V. F. Ai-L.man was

I'ead before the Ixxlv', and after (•()nsideral)le discnssion wa.s

ordered spread upon the mintites of the association. The

body then adjourned tdl the afternoon.

EVENING SEHSJON.

The body was called to order by the Moderator; a hymn
was sung and prayer was offered by Bro. W. C. Gilmej^

On motion, the report of Bro. B. S. Tuo.NfPSON on jNlis-

sionary Labor was read, as follows:

KKPOKT ON MISSIONARY LABOR.

T<i the Mild Creek Jiaptixt Atn^iieiatitui :

l)EAi; Bkktukkx—As your luimble servant, 1 beg leave to submit the

following report of my itineracy: I traveled 1036 miles, preached 108

sermons, visited SiJ families, lectured at three day schools, and appointed

Sunday school superintendents at Warrior River Church, Liberty Church,

Antioch Church, Frieudshij) ("hurch, and at a school in the neighboi'hood

of Ml'. Riley ^^'allac(.•, this side ()f the Warrior River, and neai- the foot

of the S(jua\v Shoals. There are al.sct Sabbath schools at Oak Orove and

Mud Creek Churches, and the good brethren tlieie are doing their duty.

I attended a protracted meeting at Prude's Creek ('hurch, of which Bro.

.1. 1. ( iii/BEi!T is pastor. During this meeting "io accessions were made
to the church. 1 also attended a meeting at Warrior Church, where live

accessions were made to the church; and also another protracted meeting

at Cottondale Church (Bro. J. Iio?MKR, pastor) where -M) accessions were

made to the church. Not much was then being done in that section for

the Sabbath school cause, on account of nieusels, mumps, and other com-

plaints, prevalent among the people. I also assisted in' the ordaination

of three deacons. There is an opening for the construction of a church
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near Mr. Kiley Wallac-L''s place, where the Sabbath school spoken of above

is located. By preaching one sermon on the subject of Missionary Labor,

I have faithfully discharged the duties assigned lue by your association,

to the best of my ability, and if there is a dissenting voice against the

course I have pursued, I am not aware of it.

N. B. —1 was engaged in the above mentioned labors 181 days—making

six months and one day, for which I ha\'e received from Mud Creek

$11.0.') and from other sources s^l.To— a tottil of ?»: 12.80.

?,. S. THOMPSON.

i)\\ motion, F>ro. 'J'homj'so.x's ivj)()rt \v:i.s received and

duly recorded, and the Moderator then appointed the fol-

lowing named brethren a committee to corres])ond with the

[State Mission Board: J. I. (iiMiKirr, P. A. Wrr.KKV and

M. M. GwiNx.

On motion, the report of the Trea.surer was also read and

duly received.

A motion also prevailed that the writinti' of circular let-

ters be discontinued for the present.

ADDITIONAL COMMITTLE HKPOKTS.

Oil Finance.— W'c, your Committee, beg leave to report tbal after an

examination of the aruouiUs sent up from the several churches here rep-

resented, we find tlie sum of S'i-').SO for minutes and association purposes.

T. L. IIUKCIIFIKLD, Chairman.

Oh y()iniiialii>iis.— \Ve, your ( 'onnnittce, bet; iea\c to report that we

hud requests from l)oth Mud Creek and Smithville Churches asking tliat

the next session of this association ])v held with them, and we lei'ommend

that our next session be held with Smitliville Church, commencing on

Thursday liefore the third Stuiday in < )ctobei-, 1884, and that the intro-

ductory sermon on that occasion lie preached by Eld. J. N. Mc'F.vll,

with Eld. J. L CfWA'.KUr as alternate, and the missionary sermon by Elil.

T. A. Norwood, witli Eld. J. .V. M.\kkh.\m as alternate.

.1. M. KXKiHT. ChaiiMiau.

On Subbuth Schools.~ W'e, your Committee, lieg leavi' to report that wt'

find, ist— a dominant idea that Sabbath .schools are designid for the in-

struction of children only
; 2d—that there in an iuetliciency anuing tiie

teachers; od—that there is a lack of i)roper financial sujiport for tlie

schools; 4th—that iiuuiy of our ehurches iiold only monthly mei-tiugs.

We respectfully make the following suggestions as to how these causes
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mav hv roinoved: 1st—wo are agreed tliat it will be a sad day when our

cluirch iiieinliers .a;enerally sliall eoncliido tliat tiiey iiave ,s>rradiiated in

Bible study, and that the most learned as well as tiie most it^niorant of

them may improve themselves and increase their efficiency as rhristian

Avorkers by an earnest, social stndy of God's word; and as the Sabbath

school oHers better facilities for this social study and improvement than

anv other meeting held by our church, all members not prevented l)y

more urgent duties, should engage in v'^abbath school work for their own

personal benefit. And, admitting that the prime object of the Sabbath

school is to instruct and interest cliildren in religious matters, it is agreed

that this end can best be accomplished l^y the active co-operation of the

adult members, because children take great interest in and value most

those things which engage the earnest attetition of their ])arents ahd

adult friends. If the father love and talks of horses, dogs and gnus, the

son will love and talk of tliem ; if the mother is wrapped up in fashions

and dress, or theaters and ball-rooms, the daughter will love those things

also. If ])arents and adults generally will regularly attend the Sabbath

school, the attendance of cliildren will largely increase, and if our older

members will give themselves niucb to the study of Sabbath school work

the cause of Christ will be greatly enhanced. To accomplish this end we

recommend that , ur churches be urged to impress the duty and necessity

of this work upon their members, that they may guide and train the

youthful minds and hearts of the younger Christians and children, and

indiue them with the ennobling and beautifying sentiments of Godly life.

To dn this we need gray hairs in the Sabbath schools to dignify the work.

S. A. PARSONS, Chairman.

On motion, the above eommittee reports were adopted

bv the body and duly reeorded.

A motion prevailed to strike out the 14th article of the

con.stitution of the association, and to amend the 6th article

of the same so as to read as follows: "Any church in this

association may be represented at its annual sessions by a

written communication specifying the state of the church

since the last session of this body and the names of its mes-

sengers to the same."

On motion, the following resolutions were then oifered

and adopted by the association :

Resolved, 1. That this association recommend the several churches com-



posing its bt)dy to send up in tlieir several letters a full report of tlieir

receipts and dishnrseinents dnring the year, and for what pnrjioses.

2. That the thanks of this l><)dy be tendered to the hiethren and sisters

of Oak Grove Chnreli and its eoninlnnity generally for the very kind and

hosi)ital)le manner in which they have entertained ns (hiring the pi-esent

session of the association.

T. v. XOKWOOI), Moderator.
T. M. ]'.A.HS(>NS, Ch'rk.

On Sunday the missionary .sermon was preached by Ehl.

M. M. Wood, from the 8th cha])ter and the hitter elaiise of

the 9th verse of Paul's Epistle to tiie Romans, after whieh

a colleetion amounting to $17.60 was taken up and ordered

sent to tiie State Mi.ssion Board.

T. M. PARSONS, r/rrl:



APPENDIX.

Circular Letter.

Subject—JDaniel, otli Chapter anil a"th Verse.

" Tiiou art weighed in a balance, und art found wanting." This was

the interpretation of the handwriting upon the wall of King Belshazzar's

palace, wiiere lie had made a great feast to a thousand of his lords. He
had taken the vesse s from the holy temple at Jerusalem for use at this

impious feast, and in this way God chose to make him quake and trem-

ble for his bad conduct. And to-day, brethi'en, if we were to look well to

f)ur t'onduct in every sense, our very knees would be knocking together.

Thirtfore, watch and pray, and be full of good works, although good

works (which are the fruit of faith and folloAV after justification) cannot

put away onr sins and withstand the severity of God's judgment. Y«t,

thej-^re jjleasing and acceptable to God through Christ, and spring out

of a true and lively faith, inasmuch as a true and lively faith may be as

evidently known as a tree is discerned by its fruits.

The propositions contained in this subject are these—Good works can-

not put away sin^ or endu.re the severity of God's judgment, yet are they

acceptable to God in Ciirist. Tiiey are acceptable because ^i the merit of

Christ, and not because of any merit in themselves. And they spring

from a true and lively faith; but they cannot put away our sins, because

thej"^ cannot atone for them. The atonement of Christ is the only atone-

ment—the only medium of pardon. Acts 4;12—"Neither is their salva-

tion in any other, for there is none other name given under heaven where-

by We may be saved." Gocd works cannot endure the severity of God's

judgment because they are not perfect; they are pleasing to God because

He has commanded them to be done, and because by them a lively faith

may be as evidently known as a tree is discerned by its fruit. Hence all

Christians are exhorted to good works: Matt. 5:16—"Let your light so

shine before men, that others seeing your good works, shall gloi'ify your

father, which is in heaven." Now, it is evident that if good works glorify

God, they are pleasing and acceptable to Him. It is for this very pur-

pose that we are justified. Eph. 2:10—"For we are His workmanship,

created in Christ unto good works." As has been said, good works are

signs of an inward faith, and to keep in an active state and exert a good



[10]

influence upon each other, fe tlie duty of every Christian. Titus 3:8

—

"These I will, that thou aflirni constantly that they which have believed

in God might be careful to maintain good works. These things are good

and profitable unto niLMi." These two passages show the reason why good

works are pleasing to (iod. The new creation consequent upon a belief

in God admits them into the Church of Christ, and hence their persons

and their services are acceptable to God through Christ. Thus, good

works done in obedience to God's command are the fruits and evidences

of a true and living faith; and by them believers manifest their th'ank-

fulness, etrengthen tlieir assurance, edify their brethren, and adorn the

profession of the gospel ; thus they stop the mouths of their adversaries,

and glorify God, whose workmanship they are, created in Christ—there-

unto, that having their faith unto holiness, they may have in the end

eternal life. To understand this aright, we must ascertain what consti-

tutes the quality of a good work and determines its real character. It is

certainly the new creation of the soul in Christ Jesus unto good works.

This directs and sanctifies the motives, and gives quality and character

to the action. Two actions may be performed by different persons, and

may be the same so far as the outward action in itself is concerned—yet,

one may be good and the other bad. The case of the Publican and the

Pharisee will illustrate this thought. They both performed the same act

outwardly—they pi-ayed. But these acts were very difTerent in character.

The motive of the Publican was good, therefore his act was good ; but the

motive of the Pharisee was evil, therefoie his act was evil. The quality

of on action that is good is produced by the motive to glorify God. If

the actuating motive is changed, as it always is in regeneration, then the

same act that once had no good quality in it becomes a good work, be-

cause it is done with a good motive. It springs from a true and lively

faith, and this faith is established in the heart by the Holy Ghost. Then

if the heart is right, and is governed by the law of God, the work may be

called good. Luke 6:45 —" A good man, out of the good treasures of his

heart, bringeth forth that which is good
; and an evil man, out of the evil

treasures of his heart, bringeth forth that which is evil; for out of the

abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh."

We must admit, then, that there is good works, and that they proceed

from a good heart. But tliis admission does not elevate them to a condi-

tion or term of pardon. They cannot put away sin. There is no element

of an extra character in them, nor can they be regarded in any sense or

degree as a substitute for a pure heart, in the case of a regenerated man,

who alone can perform a good work without faith. Heb. 11:6—"For

without faith it is imposfible to please God." By good works Christians

show their thankfulness to God for his goodness and mercy to them.

Psa. 100:12-13—" What shall I render unto the Lord for all His benefits

towards me; I will take the cup of salvation and call upon the name of

the Lord." Good work stengthens the believer's confidence in God, and



his assurance of Christian love. I. Joiin 2:5 -'' But wiiosoever keepeth

his word, in liiiii verily is the love of (iod." And again in the same book

and chapter—third verse, we read : "Hereby we do know that we know

Him if Ave keep his commandments." Good works adorn Christian life

and '.lorifv God. Matt. 5:16 —"Let yon light so shine before men that

they, seeing your good works, shall glorify the father which is in heaven."

Good work is the fruit of holiness, and anticipates eternal life. Eph.

11:10—"For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good

work-s, which God hath before ordained, that we should walk in them."

Rom. (i:22
—"But now, being made free from sin and become tjie servants

of God. ye have your fruit unto holiness and in the end everlasting life."

The above passages certainly establishes the value of good works. Such

is the connection between Christian good works and eternal salvation that

one depends upon the other, although it is true that salvation must con-

sist in an entire renovation of the soul, and that this is the gift of God
through faith, and cannot be merited by good works, while at the same

time it is the uniform testimony of the Bible that the blessing of eternal

salvation may be forfeited by an omission of good works; so it is clear

that good works are necessary to the continuation and progress of a reno-

vating grace in the Christian heart, and as a consequence, to a reward of

eternal life beyond the grave.

The happiness of the soul consists in rewards and other proofs of divine

favor, as peace with God and joy in the Holy Ghost, with the promise

and positive assurance of a future life. But these rewards, whether be-

stowed in this life or the life to come, cannot be merited by good works

in themselves, any more than the pardon of sin, but faith and good works

connected with it are the conditions alone iipon which these rewards are

bestowed, and the degree of rew^ard is regulated by the degree of zeal and

holiness, which is exhibited by obedience to the law of God, and which is

as essentially a part of true faith as trust in God through Christ. We
therefore conclude that good works are as essential to the attainment of

eternal life as are the conditions of faith, though they are not to be re-

garded as in any degree meritorious in procuring the grace necessary for

this final blessing. Hence, we have this testimony, that Christ hath de-

clared that not they only who profess His religion but they who do the

work which He has commanded shall be saved. It is clear, then, that

good works are essential to our entrance into heaven, and though they do

not merit this ultimate blessing, yet they are necessary to all who shall

become heirs to the grace of life eternal, " for as ye are made free from

sin ye shall have the fruit unto holiness, and in the end life everlasting."

The doctrine here set forth is of great practical vrlue to every Christian.

Among other things, it teaches us that there is but one method of salva-

tion, and but one class of conditions upon which this salvation may be

obtained, and on this account "thou art weighed in a balance and lound

wanting." It also teaches that if there is a settled desire to do that which
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God has commanded, and thereby to glorify Him, it is an evidence that

the soul is under the influence and direction of the Holy Spirit, as the

desire to do the will of (iod is not natural, and if it exists to any degree

at all, it exists only as an offspring of the grace of God. It is therefore

clearly evident that mankind in the ordinary state of existence does not

possess a disposition to do the will c.f God. Rom. 8:7—" Because the

casual mind is at enmity against God; but the disposition to do right ac-

tions is peculiar to the man of God, and by this lie knows he has passed

into the new or spiritual state, and can rejoice in this conformity as far

as it goes to the divine will."

This doctrine should impress every Christian with the duty of doing-

good to all men. It embraces Paul's advice to the (iralations, 6:10—"As

we have, therefore, opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially

unto them who are of the household of faith." This duty is limited by

no circumstance save the absence of opportunity. " Thou art weighed in

a balance and art found wanting." If there be no occasion for good work

toward others, the disposition of course will still rtniain in the heart, if so

it follows that when a believer is not inclined to do that which is good,

he has reason to suppose that all is not right within, (food works are the

signs of that faith which purifies the heart, and there is no good work,

however small, that loses its reward. Mark 9:41—" For whosoever shall

give you a cup of water to drink in my name, because ye belong to Ghrist

verily I say unto you, he shall not lose his reward." The good works

that God has commanded us to do all lead us to practice the faith tliat

prompts a good action. James 2:22—"Seeist thou how faith wrought

with His works, and by His works was faith made perfect."
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